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(17) The Serpent-demon, pleasure of worship, which
swallows Nanda through self-merging with God, thus
the joy of &[ukti; (18) Kes'i, the demon horse of political
ambition, together with a sense of personal excellence
which destroys humility and leads to offences against
God. All these are to be killed or avoided by the
incarnate Child if he would attain to the goal that
is set before him.

Other characters are thus explained : Radha, God's
sweetness; Rukmini, His supreme majesty; Safya-
bhama, extreme loving sensitiveness; the Gopis, the
bJzdvas or spiritual moods ; Nanda, spiritual bliss ; the
Yamuna River, the stream of cognition or pure jndna ;

Kamsa, atheism ; Jardsandha, bad fruitive activity;

Mahadeva, barren asceticism ; Vasudevcc- the King of
Kas'i, is Advaita, the counterfeit of Truth ; Bhauma,
idolatry ; Dantavakra, barbarism ; Dwivida, the demon
monkey, ungodly carnival and frivolity ; and Muchu-
kunda, fitness for the path to Liberation. Adopting
these and like explanations of all the many characters
of that immortal Tenth Skandha of the Bhdgavatam,
read the story again, as an epic of spiritual life, and a
new most vivid realisation of the ineffable glory of
Scripture will dawn on the mind.